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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (Al)
TRAINING AND USEFUL RESOURCES FOR VCS ORGANISATIONS

We have compiled a list of useful resources on Al for local voluntary and community sector
organisations. If you have any questions or would like to suggest any additions, or if you
need this information in a different format, please contact us at action@richmondcvs.org.uk

Charity Excellence has extensive free training and resources on Al, covering both the basics
as well as more advanced applications. They currently provide free online modules on:

e Introduction to Al

e Getting Started Using Al

e Smarter Meetings with Al

e Al for Boards and Management

e Making Al Work for Your Organisation
e Al Safety for Everyone

e Understanding Al Risks

e Al Keeping Vulnerable People Safe
e Finding Funders With Al

e Writing Funding Bids Using Al

e Al Fundraising Compliance

They provide a free Al ready tool — this involves completing health check questionnaires
about your organisation to generate a report on your Al readiness and provides links to
relevant support as well as an action plan. The page links to other free resources including
policy templates and guidance.

They also provide a Free Al Grant Writing for Charity Bid Applications & Tenders. This
ChatGPT charity bid writer was built mainly for small UK charities that cannot afford a bid
writer and works for any charity — it does not replace the breadth of knowledge of a good
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charity bid writer but will save them time by collecting the information they need from staff
teams/groups and creating a draft funding bid for them to use in writing a grant application.

Superhighways often delivers Al training — their current brochure includes the following
sessions:

e [ntroduction to Al for small charities
e Getting started with Microsoft Copilot

You can check upcoming trainings here. The cost is typically around £30.

Media Trust runs the Al Charity Academy, a practical four-week online training programme
helping charity professionals understand Al, explore its potential, and use it responsibly.
Content includes an introduction to Al, effective prompting, Al in action, using Al
responsibly and futureproofing. The current cohort is underway but further cohorts are
expected in the future. Priority is given to small, user-led charities. At the time of writing,
the cost is £150 for charities with an annual income under 1m, or £200 for larger charities.

Charity Digital has a number of training courses on Al — their current training offer can be
found on the Charity Digital Academy webpage. There is also a free recording of a webinar
on creating ethical Al generated imagery.

The Saltways has published research-led guidelines on Al generated imagery, designed
specifically for the charity sector —their Al Generated Imagery Guidelines is free to
download.

Richmond and Hillcroft Adult Community College (RHACC) offers Al training courses for the
general public — their current offer includes:

e Introduction to Generative Al — Taster, a 2-hour introductory course on generative
Al which typically runs every few months, with prices in the range of £18—£26.

e Artificial Intelligence — Introduction, a 6-week course which typically runs every few
months, with prices in the range of £64—£92, and including content on Al concepts,
natural language processing and computer vision, generative Al and creative
applications, and Al ethics and future trends.

Directory of Social Change has an Al Hub with articles, training and resources. They run a
yearly one-day Charity Al Conference with a range of sessions on Al topics relevant for
charities (prices typically in the range of £159-£189, depending on organisation size), as well
as courses such as the one-day Al-Assisted Writing online course (currently offered several
times a year, prices typically in the range of £259—£409).
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Al Skills Boost includes a number of courses on Al, as part of an initiative from Skills England
and the Department for Science Innovation and Technology. Many courses are free (but not
all). Courses can be filtered by Al technology stacks, including IBM, Microsoft, Google,
Amazon, SAS, Accenture, Sage, Salesforce and Cisco, as well as by beginning, intermediate
or advanced level.

Richmond CVS provides a range of training and one-to-one support for local voluntary and
community organisations. You can sign up to our newsletter to stay up-to-date with any
opportunities, or you can also email us to discuss your training needs.

Prepared by Richmond CVS — last updated July 2026


https://aiskillshub.org.uk/aiskillsboost/
https://richmondcvs.org.uk/
https://richmondcvs.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a69b21d2e9b20fe2282db1b82&id=13d7a2901f
mailto:action@richmondcvs.org.uk

